# Hands—0n #pproach

1o Nurturing the Parent Parinership

By Edna Wallace
Parends and Teachers working Together

Parents have good idess. Together you can create a great environment for children.

%ggasﬁon Box: Place the box, index cards, and pencils in an essily accessible location, but sut of the way —
a place that assures some privacy and anonymity

Parent Gurvogt Make the survey short, conduct it yearly and provide some ype of incentive 5o 4hat parends
will return i,

Parent Advisory Council: Enlisting a group of helpFul, concerned parents is one of the best ways 4o
demonstrate that you want 16 creae a true pardnership.

Communication Connections
Including parents in day—to—day activities crestes a sense of belonging, a Foundation For building trust and loyaldy

NewsleHers and Memos: No news is bad news, I¥'s imperative 46 keep parends informed of what's happening,

Parent Support Programs and Feminars: Learning more about brain and child development, literacy children
with special needs, the power of play and a host of sther topics is important o parents.

Family Visits: 4 lot can be learned From visiting a child's home. This effort of reaching sut can also break
down barriers; families often feel most comfortable on their own turf.

Creating an Environment for Parends
Reaching sut 46 parents, nurduring the strengths in their families, and cresting an environment where they
feel SPecial and needed is a hecessary 6+ep in creating PaHnerships.

Pulletin Boards and Piclure Albums: Place picture albums on a able depicting Field trip excursions, story 4ime,
or the ice cream social. Pass on information by pesting interesting articles, reminders, and a calendar of events.

Lending Library or Ressurce Cender: The child care seting is an excellent place 4 house 4he best books For
children along with handouts For parents, parending books, and videos.

Tapping Into Talent
Parents generally love 4o offer a helping hand, especially if they Feel sppreciated For what they do well.
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